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Invitation to take part in research:
RSA-PACE Study
Chief Investigator: Prof Zaheer Yousef
Consultant Cardiologist, Cardiff & Vale University Health Board

Dear [PATIENT NAME], 
We would like to invite you to take part in a research study at [SITE NAME]. This is because of your condition called ‘heart failure with reduced ejection fraction’ (HFrEF), and because you are going to have a heart bypass operation soon. (The operation is also called coronary artery bypass graft, CABG, or revascularisation.)
In people with HFrEF the heart is not able to pump properly, which can make you feel tired and breathless. In this study we want to find out if changing the rhythm of the heart using a pacemaker can improve how the heart functions in people with HFrEF. We will check this after you have had your heart bypass operation. 
Taking part in the study will not change how your operation is done, how soon it happens, or how long you stay in hospital. This study may help us understand the effects of the new type of pacing and may lead to better treatments for patients after surgery and in the longer term. 
Please read the enclosed Participant Information Sheet. A researcher will phone you in the next few days, before your next clinic or pre-operative assessment appointment, to answer any questions and find out if you are interested in taking part. You do not have to decide straight away, and you can talk to your family and friends about this. If you are interested in taking part, we will arrange to see you at [SITE NAME], ideally on the same day as a clinic appointment. You can ask more questions at this point. If you are happy to take part in the study we will ask you to sign a consent form and we will do some initial, non-invasive measurements. This means that you don’t have to come back to the hospital a second time to have these tests, but you will have to stay longer for your normal appointment. If you can’t see us at your normal appointment, we will arrange another time for you to come to the hospital, and we will pay your travel expenses.
The study is led by Professor Zaheer Yousef, a Consultant Cardiologist at Cardiff and Vale University Health Board, and is run at [site name] by [PI name]. If you want to ask questions at any time please contact [local researcher name & contact details] or the Trial Manager, Dr Susan Peirce (phone 029 2184 4771 or email Susan.Peirce@wales.nhs.uk). 
Yours sincerely,

[PI details]
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